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WORKS
Chamber to Host “Grow PA” Program
on Retaining Talent

Grow PA, a statewide initiative to
convene people and organiza-
tions throughout Pennsylvania 

to establish a modern economic growth
agenda, is holding a series of informa-
tional programs throughout the Common-
wealth and the next one, set for this
Wednesday, March 24th, will be hosted by the Blair County Chamber. The topic of
the Zoom program will be “Regional and Statewide Strategies for Attracting and Re-
taining Talent.” The hour-long program will include a number of business leaders who
will answer questions about how to successfully encourage young people to live and
work in their local communities. There is no cost to attend. To register, go to the Cham-
ber Website at www.blairchamber.com to access the registration link. After registering,
you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

The Blair County Chamber Board of
Directors have opposed an attempt by
the White House Office of Manage-
ment and Budget (OMB) to raise the
Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA)
minimum population threshold from
50,000 to 100,000. Raising the mini-
mum population would remove this im-
portant MSA designation for 144 cities
across the United States. One of those
cities is Altoona. By losing their MSA

designation, these cities would lose eli-
gibility for federal funding as well as
local influence and control over regional
project planning. The Chamber submit-
ted letters of opposition to OMB as well
as to representatives in Congress.

At its March 18th meeting, the Blair
County Chamber’s Board of Directors
approved the following new members:
CenClear of Bigler, PA; Journey Center,
LLC of Altoona; and Levity Brewing
Company of Altoona.

Chamber Opposes OMB Attempt 
to Raise MSA Threshold

DIGITAL MEDIA MANAGER

-- Full-time position --

To apply for this position, email a 
resume and cover letter to Joe Hurd 

at jhurd@blairchamber.com.

Board of Directors
Approves Three
New Members

Among the items approved by the
Chamber Board at its meeting on
March 18th were the appointments 
of two committee chairs.  Jessica
Sprouse was appointed chair of the

Chamber’s Membership Committee
and Chris Weidley was appointed
vice-chair of the Chamber’s Golf
Committee.  Both appointments 
begin immediately.

New Committee Chairs Appointed
for Membership, Golf

OPPOSED

Committee
Meetings
YEA! Committee
March 22, 3:00 p.m.
Zoom

Transportation Committee
March 25, 8:15 a.m.
Devorris Center

Membership Committee
March 25, 11:00 a.m.
Zoom

https://www.blairchamber.com/


One of the county’s biggest supporters
of local buying has stepped-up once
again.  Amtran, which has helped the
Chamber promote the Buy Here. Thrive
Here. initiative in the past, has deco-
rated four of its transit shelters with Buy
Here. Thrive Here. signage. “Eric Wolf
and the folks at Amtran have embraced
the local buying concept from the time
that we introduced it,” admitted Cham-
ber President Joe Hurd.  “They have
made a huge difference in moving the
message to our local consumers.”

With two trips still ahead of it during
2021, the Chamber is announcing
that its first trip in 2022 will be its
longest ever in distance and duration.
The Chamber will travel to New
Zealand from January 7-17 and con-
tinue-on to Australia from January
17-23. Ketrow KURTZ Travel is the
Chamber’s partner on this trip. An in-
formational meeting on the trip will be
held this Thursday, March 25th at
5:00 p.m. on Zoom. To access the

link, go to www.blairchamber.com.
The remaining two trips for 2021 are
to the Canadian Rockies in July and
to the French Riviera in October.

Australia/New Zealand 
Informational Meeting is Thursday

Chamber Membership 
can save you money.

BENEfact
Sponsorship 
Opportunities! 
It’s more important than ever for busi-
nesses to utilize marketing dollars in
ways that will bring the most exposure
to their business. The Chamber works
hard to provide members with valu-
able opportunities without breaking
the bank. A favorite opportunity each
year is the Chamber’s Golf Classic.
Sponsorship opportunities are avail-
able now by contacting Jessie Covert
at jcovert@blairchamber.com.

Click here for a complete list of
benefits exclusive for Chamber
Members.

Registration is now open for the High-
mark Blue Cross Blue Shield Chamber
Golf Classic. The Classic will be held on
Thursday, May 13 at Iron Masters Coun-
try Club with a lunch/ registration at
11:00 and tee off at Noon. If you are in-
terested, simply complete the attached
form and return to The Chamber!  Any
questions, please contact Stacy Hoover
at The Chamber, 814-943-8151. 

Highmark/
Chamber Golf
Classic Filling-Up
Quickly

MAY 13
SAVE THE DATE

As the Leadership Blair County pro-
grams continue toward graduation for
both the Youth and the Adult classes
of 2021, the application process is of-
ficially underway for 2022. High
school freshmen can secure an LBC
Youth application from their guidance
counselor, access one on the Cham-
ber Website at www.blairchamber.com
or call the Chamber Office at (814)

943-8151. The deadline to apply is
April 21st.  Leadership Adult candi-
dates can also go to the Chamber
Website to find applications. The LBC
Adult deadline is June 30th.

Applications Being Accepted for
Leadership Programs

Amtran Continues Support for 
Buy Here. Thrive Here.

https://www.blairchamber.com/
https://www.blairchamber.com/member-benefits.html
mailto:shoover@blairchamber.com
https://www.blairchamber.com/
https://www.blairchamber.com/
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Nominations Being Accepted for
“20 Under 40”
The Altoona Mirror is accepting nomi-
nations for its 14th edition of 20 Under
40, which will recognize 20 deserving
community members younger than 40
years old in the June edition of Blair
Living. Criteria for nomination include
business success, entrepreneurial
spirit and community service of those
who have contributed to the betterment
of life in the region. All three compo-
nents are factored into the final selec-
tions. Eligible for selection are people
who either live or work in Blair County
and who will not be 40 years old until
after July 1. Nominations submitted in

past years should be updated to in-
clude current information. “20 Under
40” is a joint venture between the Mir-
ror and the Blair County Chamber of
Commerce. Nominations should in-
clude a brief letter in support of the
nominee and contact information for
the nominee and the person making
the nomination. Nominations preferably
should come from non-family mem-
bers. The deadline for nominations is
April 12. They should be sent to: Neil
Rudel, Managing Editor, Altoona Mirror,
301 Cayuga Ave., Altoona, PA 16602 or
emailed to nrudel@altoonamirror.com.

January 7-23, 2022

&Australia
New Zealand

VIRTUAL
Informational Meeting
Register to receive Zoom link

Call the Chamber at
814-943-8151

5 p.m.

Mar.
25

NO COST

With the anticipated relaxation of the
Covid-19 rules regarding gatherings,
the Blair County Chamber is looking
to resume networking programs.
Business After Hours heads that list.
“We’re in the process of contacting
businesses that had signed-up to host
in 2021 to make sure that they are still
onboard,” explained Stacy Hoover, the
Chamber VP who oversees Business
After Hours. “We will also contact
businesses that were scheduled to
host in 2020 but had their event can-
celled to determine if they wanted to
be considered for vacancies in the fu-

ture. And we’ll be recruiting new sign-
ups.”  Any Chamber Member inter-
ested in hosting a Business After
Hours should contact Stacy at (814)
943-8151 or email her at
shoover@blairchamber.com.   

Chamber Looking to Resume
“Business After Hours”

Business
After Hours

Deadline Approaches for Restaurants
and Taverns to Submit Menus
Chamber-member restaurants and tav-
erns that offer either take-out and/or
drive-thru service will have one more
week to submit their menu to the
Chamber and that menu will be pub-
lished as part of the Networks Digital
News. There is no cost to have your
menu published.  Besides today,
menus will be published on March  29.
All menus should be sent in a jpeg or a

pdf to Linda Stotler at lstotler@blair-
chamber.com by Wednesday. Network
Digital News reaches nearly 5,000
Chamber members each Monday.

For business 
resources and 
news go to

www.blairchamber.com
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