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The next Chamber “Business Before Hours” will give attendees an opportunity to 
learn about two businesses instead of just one.  The Altoona Area Public Library 
and PA CareerLink will co-host the event this Thursday from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m. at 
the Library, located at 1600 Fifth Avenue in Altoona.  There is no cost for Cham-
ber members to attend.  Non-members can attend for $10.  To register, visit 
www.blairchamber.com or call (814) 943-8151.

The Blair County Chamber Board of Di-
rectors has approved the following new 
members:  Allegheny Orthodontic Associ-
ates of Altoona, Arrows Christian Acad-
emy of Altoona. Cricket Wireless of 
Altoona, Fair Winds Wealth Strategies of 
Duncansville, Invisible Fence of Altoona 
and SERVPRO of Southern Blair and 
Bedford County of Loretto.

“Business After Hours”  
Set for NatureWorksPark
A long-awaited Business After Hours 
opportunity is finally coming to 
fruition.  NatureWorksPark, located at 
108 Bedford Street in Hollidaysburg 
will host this Thursday’s After Hours 
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  The Blair 
County Conservation District, which 
oversees the Park, had been sched-
uled to host the event in 2018. Mother 
Nature, unfortunately, failed to coop-
erate.  “It was rained-out, resched-
uled, rained-out, rescheduled and 
rained-out again,” reported Chamber 
VP Stacy Hoover.  “We’re anticipating 
good weather so that people can see 
and experience what a really beautiful 
place this is.”  The event includes a 
number of family-friendly activities for 
all ages including farm animals.  Feel 
free to dress casually.  “While you’re 

there, be sure to take a walk and ex-
plore nature on the wetland board-
walk,” Hoover encouraged.  The cost 
to attend is $10 for Chamber mem-
bers and $20 for non-members and 
includes food and beverages.  Chil-
dren 10-and-under can attend free.  
To register, call the Chamber at (814) 
943-8151 or register online at 
www.blairchamber.com. 
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As the Chamber continues its 2022 
Membership Campaign, it’s looking 
forward to working with current mem-
bers to help attract new members.  
The campaign itself has been 
branded, “Catch’22 Membership Chal-
lenge.”  The slogan centers on the op-
portunity for Chamber members to 
earn $50 in gift cards by recruiting a 
non-member and taking the recruit-
ment process to its completion. For 
the joining new member, there is an 

immediate 10% discount off the first 
year’s membership, provided they join 
prior to the June 30th deadline.  (For 
more information, contact Jessie 
Covert at jcovert@blairchamber.com.)

Meeting on Egypt Trip to  
Happen Wednesday
The Blair County Chamber of Com-
merce, in cooperation with Epic Jour-
neys, will be hosting a Treasures of 
Egypt trip, March 2 – 13, 2023. The 
itinerary includes land and cruise ad-
ventures to exotic locations such as 
Tutankhamun’s treasures, ancient 
bazaars, the pyramids and ancient 
temples, and Valley of the Kings.  
Ground transportation from Altoona to 
the airport is included in the trip.  An 
informational meeting will be held on 
June 22nd at 6 p.m. at the Devorris 
Center for Business Development, 
3900 Industrial Park Dr., Altoona.  

There is no obligation or cost to at-
tend. To register, call the Chamber at 
814-943-8151 or register online at 
www.blairchamber.com.
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Chamber position 
available 
The Chamber is currently accepting appli-
cations for Vice-President of Programming 
and Membership Education. This is a full-
time job with benefits. The position over-
sees the Leadership Blair County programs, 
Young Professionals of Blair County and 
Women Encouraging Leadership, Educa-
tion and Development (WE-LEaD).  For 
information, contact Joe Hurd at (814) 
943-8151 or email him at jhurd@blair-
chamber.com. Cover letters, resumes  
(including salary and benefit expectations) 
can be emailed to Joe Hurd as well.

The Blair County Chamber Founda-
tion will hold a Mini Golf Tournament 
on July 26th at Lakemont Park, pitting 
the 2023 Leadership Blair County 
Youth Class against members of the 
Leadership Blair County Adult Alumni. 
All proceeds will benefit the Leader-
ship Blair County Youth program and 
Leadership Blair County Adult Schol-
arship Fund.  Several sponsorship op-
portunities are available.  For more 

information, contact Cindy Cessna at 
(814) 943-8151 or email her at 
ccessna@blairchamber.com. 
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Applied For 2023 Leadership  
Adult Program Yet?
As the Leadership Blair County Adult 
Class of 2022 prepares for gradua-
tion, the application period for the 
2023 class remains open.  Applica-
tions are available at the Blair County 
Chamber Office and can also be 
downloaded from the Chamber Web-

site at www.blairchamber.com.  Dead-
line to apply for the 2023 class is June 
30th. 

Ribbon Cutting

The Chamber held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the grand opening of Western 
Edge Seafood Outlet located at 114 Hollidaysburg Plaza in Duncansville. Western 
Edge Seafood Outlets offer restaurant quality seafood at great prices. Each store 
boasts a staff of seafood specialists to help with your selections. For more infor-
mation go to Facebook at Western Edge Seafood Outlet-Duncansville. Pictured 
at the ribbon, from left:  Nicole Berrow, Chamber Ambassador; State Senator Judy 
Ward; Emily Altmanshofer; Kyle Yarnish; Shannon Yarnish; Stefany Hammond; 
Mikal Hammond; Superman Berrow, Blair County Chamber Board of Directors; 
and Carol Stern, Chamber Ambassador.

Western Edge Seafood Outlet

Be a part of the moment. Watch the video here!

Congratulations...
. . . to Robert J. Beck of Beck, Smith-
bower, Ickes Financial, LLC in Altoona 
who has qualified for the 2021 Million  
Dollar Roundtable.  In addition, he has 
achieved Top of the Table status for the 
fifth consecutive year.

Committee  Meetings

Membership Committee 
June 20th 
10:00 a.m. 

Devorris Center 
 

WE-LEaD Committee 
June 22nd 
8:00 a.m. 

Devorris Center

Welcome

The Blair County Chamber welcomed new 
members at the June Breakfast Club. 
Seated, from left: Scott Breindel and Jim 
Ellenberger, Deadluck Manufacturing; 
Kyle and Shannon Yarnish, Western Edge 
Seafood Outlet; standing, from left: Shel-
ley Clinich, Individual; and Irene Miller Wet-
zel, PennTerra Engineering, Inc.
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Ribbon Cutting

A ground-breaking ceremony was held at the site of the new Duncansville DQ 
Grill & Chill. The new location will continue to delight fans with a refreshing at-
mosphere, delectable food and frozen treats. Check out their website at 
www.dairyqueen.com. Joining the celebration are, from left: State Representative 
Lou Schmitt, State Senator Judy Ward, State Representative Jim Gregory, Abigail 
Fownes, Connor Fownes, H.T. Fownes, Joe Harteis, Allegheny Township Super-
visor; Bruce Erb, Blair County Commissioner; Matthew Fownes, and Richard 
Fownes.

DQ Grill & Chill

Be a part of the moment. Watch the video here!

Ribbon Cutting

The Chamber held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for Howard Hanna Bardell Realty 
located at 300 Orchard Ave., Altoona. The veteran-owned business offers real es-
tate sales, leasing of residential and commercial properties, land and farms, real 
estate appraisal and property management. For more information go to 
www.HowardHanna.com/Altoona. Pictured at the ribbon, from left: Debbie Eck-
enrode, Chamber Ambassador; Superman Berrow, Blair County Chamber Board 
of Directors; Amanda Walker, the office of State Senator Judy Ward; Meghan 
Bardell, Owner; Sean Bardell, Owner/Broker; Maria Strohm, the office of State 
Representative Lou Schmitt; Richard Johnston, former franchise owner; Tom      
Ceponis, Howard Hanna Real Estate Services; and Jessica Sheets, Chamber 
Ambassador.

Howard Hanna Bardell Realty

Be a part of the moment. Watch the video here!

Allegheny Orthodontic Associates

815 Logan Blvd., Altoona, PA  16602 
814-943-7786 
Denise Esch 
ortho@atlanticbb.net 
www.aoa-smile.com

Our NEWEST Members!

Arrows Christian Academy

1220  12th Ave., Altoona, PA  16601 
814-201-2454 
Theron Glenny 
theron@arrowschristianacademy.com 
www.arrowschristianacademy.com

Cricket Wireless

2750 Plank Road, Altoona, PA  16601 
814-201-2830 
Sunil Prajapati 
sunil@bosphorusenterprises.com 

Fair Winds Wealth Strategies

260 Convention Center Drive 
Duncansville, PA  16635 
814-886-1004  •  Elizabeth Johns 
beth.johns@wfafinet.com 
www.fairwindsws.com

Invisible Fence

1807 Valley View Blvd.,  
Altoona, PA  16602 
814-626-1313 
Matthew Wagner 
centralpa@invisiblefence.com

SERVPRO of Southern Blair  
and Bedford County
6733 Admiral Peary Highway 
Loretto, PA  15940 
814-472-0800  •  Stephen Gironda 
steve@servpro-ebensburg.com 
servprosouthernblairbedfordcounty.com
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