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Chamber Board Approves 
Five New Members

The Board of Directors of the Blair County Chamber approved five new
members to the organization at last Thursday’s meeting.  The new mem-
bers are: Boutique Air of Martinsburg, Farmers Insurance – Billie Friday

of Tyrone, G3 Physical Therapy of Hollidaysburg, Jimmy Johns of Altoona and
Rodeway Inn of Altoona.

Mission Statement
Undergoes Minor
Change

Canadian Rockies Informational
Meeting is Wednesday
The Chamber’s first trip of 2021 will
be to the Canadian Rockies & Glacier
National Park. The trip will depart on
July 25th and return on the 31st.
Highlights of the trip, aside from Gla-
cier National Park, include Calgary,
Waterton Lakes National Park,
Athabasca Glacier, Banff, Lake
Louise and much more. An informa-
tional Zoom meeting will be held this
Wednesday, January 27th at 6:00
p.m. To get the Zoom link, visit the

Chamber Website at www.blaircham-
ber.com.  The Chamber will be part-
nering with Epic Journeys and Collette
on the Canadian Rockies Trip.

The growing emphasis on digital mar-
keting, particularly associated with 
social media, has created a fulltime 
position on the Blair County Chamber
staff.  “Our strategic planning process
pointed very decisively to the impor-
tance of expanding our digital marketing
presence,” explained Board Chair
Richard Fiore, Jr.  “We recognize that to
do that effectively will take a staff person
who can spend considerable time focus-
ing on what will make the organization
more valuable to its members.” To apply

for the Digital Media Manager position,
email a resume and cover letter to Joe
Hurd at jhurd@blairchamber.com. 

Chamber Looking to Hire a Digital
Media Manager . . . to Allegheny Regional Endoscopy, a

service of Blair Gastroenterology Associ-
ates, which has recently been accredited
by the Accreditation Association for Am-
bulatory Health Care.
. . . to the Chamber’s Sustainable Blair
County Committee which was honored as
“Chamber of the Week” by the U.S. Green
Chamber of Commerce.  The recognition
comes as the result of the committee’s ef-
forts in encouraging members to achieve
higher levels of sustainable business
practices as well as for inspiring school
students to gain a strong appreciation for
sustainability.
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The Mission Statement of the Blair County
Chamber underwent two minor changes
as the result of the Strategic Planning
Session of the Chamber Board, held in
November. The changes are underlined.
“The Blair County Chamber of Commerce
is an association of regional businesses
working together to support, inform, edu-
cate and advocate for the membership
and the business community.”



The Chamber’s WE-LEaD (Women
Encouraging Leadership Education
and Development) Committee is host-
ing an exciting program that will help
both males and females to better un-
derstand how our emotions impact our
health and increase our effectiveness
in dealing with customers, peers and
family members.  “Releasing Your Full
Potential Through the Science of
Emotional Intelligence” will be pre-
sented via Zoom by John Moore of
Moore Power Sales on February 24th
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The pro-
gram will include a preliminary survey
that will provide attendees with an as-
sessment that will yield their Emo-
tional Quotient Score.  The cost to
participate in this program is $25 for

Chamber members and $35 for non-
members.  To register and access the
survey link and the Zoom link, go to
the Chamber Website at www.blair-
chamber.com. Corporate sponsor of
this WE-LEaD program is Blair Com-
panies.

WE-LEaD Hosting Program on 
Emotional Intelligence

Despite the fact that local restaurants and
taverns have been allowed to return to lim-
ited indoor dining, resuming some sem-
blance of financial stability will likely be a
slow process.  The Chamber Website at
www.blairchamber.com has a list of restau-
rants that are doing takeout, delivery or
drive-thru.  That list includes their phone
numbers.  Please consider ordering from
them or buying their gift cards!  

Eating Out? Check Our List of 
Member Restaurants

The Chamber’s Committee of Non-
Profit Businesses will hold its first Best
Practices Forum of 2021 on Friday,
February 5th from 8:30 to 10:00 a.m. at
U.S. Hotel in Hollidaysburg.  There is
also an opportunity to access the pro-
gram on Zoom. The topic of the Forum
will be, “Human Trafficking: It’s Happen-
ing Everywhere.” Speaker will be Ashley
Owens, JD, Children’s Advocacy Center
Director at Family Services, Inc. The
cost to attend is $15 for Chamber Mem-

bers and $20 for
non-members. In-
person attendance
will include a Conti-
nental Breakfast.
Corporate sponsor
of the Best Prac-
tices Forum is Inde-
pendent Catholic
Foundation. To register, call the Cham-
ber at (814) 943-8151 or register online
at www.blairchamber.com. 

Best Practices Forum to Focus on
Human Trafficking

Ashley Owens, JD

COMMUNITY CHAMPION



As many Blair County businesses begin
to gear-up for 2021in terms of hiring, the
Chamber’s Job Board is beginning to
see an uptick in employment opportuni-
ties.  Some of the businesses posting
positions have already used the Job
Board in the past and have had suc-
cess.  The Job Board is available only to
Chamber members and there is no cost
to post up to three positions.  If you have
something to post, send it to Gwen
Querry at gquerry@blairchamber.com.

Members Invited to Post Job 
Vacancies on a Job Board

Chamber-member restaurants and tav-
erns that offer either take-out and/or
drive-thru service can submit their
menu to the Chamber and that menu
will be published as part of the Net-
works Digital News. There is no cost to
have your menu published.  Besides

this week, menus will be published
February 8, 15 and 22; and March
8,15, 22 and 29.  All menus should be
sent in a jpeg or a pdf to Linda Stotler at
lstotler@blairchamber.com.  Network
Digital News reaches nearly 5,000
Chamber members each Monday.

Restaurants and Taverns Can 
Still Submit Menus

Committee Meetings

BASICS/Rotary Career Fair 
Subcommittee
January 25, 1:30 p.m.

Membership Committee
January 27, 9:00 a.m.

Transportation Committee
January 28, 8:15 a.m.
Devorris Center

All meetings will be held by Zoom

Chamber Membership
can save you money.

BENEfact

POWER Card
With a Chamber POWER Card in
your wallet, you have the POWER to
save by accessing discounted prod-
ucts and services from fellow Cham-
ber members. Member businesses
can post offers to card holders, thus
opening the door to thousands of po-
tential customers! It’s a win, win!
Contact Jessie at jcovert@blair-
chamber.com to post your offer
today. You’ve got the POWER!
Click here for a complete list of
benefits exclusive for Chamber
Members.

Public Policy Committee Inviting
New Members
The Chamber’s Public Policy Commit-
tee has a growing agenda for 2021 and
it’s hoping to grow its membership to
help meet the advocacy expectations of
Chamber members. “We’ve got an out-
standing committee already,” acknowl-
edged Committee Chair Chris Michelone.
“With all the challenges associated with
government at all levels, our committee
should actually be the Chamber’s

largest.” Any Chamber member inter-
ested in participating on the Public Policy
Committee should call Joe Hurd at
(814) 943-8151 or email him at
jhurd@blairchamber.com. 




















