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WORKS
Thursday’s “Breakfast Club” to
Feature U.S. Chamber Speaker

The next Chamber Breakfast Club will feature a high-
level overview of what the business community can
expect from a new administration and a new Con-

gress. The event will be held this Thursday, February 11th
beginning at 8:00 a.m. via Zoom. The speaker will be Kevin
Courtois, Executive Director of Government Affairs for the
U.S. Chamber’s Great Lakes Region. Courtois will talk about
what the recent election results mean and how businesses
can prepare to adapt to host of likely changes. The cost to
attend the Breakfast Club is $12 for Chamber members and
$20 for non-members. To register (and secure the link), visit the Chamber Web-
site at www.blairchamber.com. Corporate sponsor of the Breakfast Club for Feb-
ruary is Leonard S. Fiore, Inc.

Wellness Programs
Topic of First
“Chamber Chat” 
of 2021

Young Entrepreneurs Academy
Holding CEO Roundtable
One of the most impactful sessions of
the Chamber’s Young Entrepreneurs
Academy (YEA!) program is the CEO
Roundtable in which a panel of CEO’s
provide insight to the students about the
joys and pitfalls of building a business.
The CEO Roundtable event will take
place Tuesday from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.
at the Blair County Convention Center.
The panelists for 2021 are: Chuck Bickel
of Ace Fix-it Hardware Stores, LaVonne
Falbo of LaVintage Décor, Kim Hofer of

Salon Professional Academy, Tom
Schneider of Freedom Rentals, and
Gary Stern of Canary Labs. For informa-
tion on Young Entrepreneurs Academy,
contact the Chamber at (814) 943-8151.

The first “Chamber Chat” program for
2021 will be held this Friday, February
12th from 8:30-9:00 a.m. via Zoom.  The
title of the program will be, “Why Your
Business Should Have a Wellness Pro-
gram?” Hear from two outstanding Blair
County businesses about the many ad-
vantages of prioritizing employee health
– from fewer missed days on the job to
cost savings on the insurance side. The
speakers will be Mark Ritchey of Curry
Supply and Christy Nau of Stuckey Au-
tomotive.  Blair Regional YMCA will be
the corporate sponsor of the program.
There is no cost to attend for Chamber
Members while non-members can at-
tend for $10.  To register, visit the Cham-
ber Website at www.blairchamber.com. 

Kevin Courtois
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. . . to the Wingate by Wyndham Altoona which received Booking.com’s Traveler
Review Award for 2021.  The award recognizes cleanliness, comfort and value. 

. . . to First National Bank, the largest subsidiary of F.N.B. Corporation, has been
named a top workplace in the United States by Energage, an independent research
firm specializing in workplace engagement and organizational health. 

Congratulations . . .



The Chamber will make history once
again on February 26th as we hold our
Annual Meeting & Awards Presentation
on Zoom, beginning at 7:45 a.m. The
event will include a look back at the ac-
complishments and challenges that
faced the organization during 2020. It
will mark the passing of the gavel as
board chair from Darin Tornatore to
Richard Fiore, Jr. and it will feature the
presentation of seven awards to un-
suspecting recipients.  It’s a great way
for Chamber members to feel good
about the direction of the Chamber

while paying tribute to some people
who did some outstanding things dur-
ing a year where that didn’t happen
often enough. To attend the Annual
Meeting & Awards Presentation, 
register at www.blairchamber.com. 

Chamber’s Annual Meeting & Awards
Presentation Less Than Three
Weeks Away

Chamber Membership 
can save you money.

BENEfact

POWER Card
With a Chamber POWER Card in
your wallet, you have the POWER to
save by accessing discounted prod-
ucts and services from fellow Cham-
ber members. Member businesses can
post offers to card holders, thus opening
the door to thousands of potential cus-
tomers! It’s a win, win! Contact Jessie
at jcovert@blairchamber.com to post
your offer today. You’ve got the POWER!

Click here for a complete list of
benefits exclusive for Chamber
Members.

The growing emphasis on digital
marketing, particularly associated
with social media, has created a full-
time position on the Blair County
Chamber staff.  “Our strategic plan-
ning process pointed very decisively
to the importance of expanding our
digital marketing presence,” ex-
plained Board Chair Richard Fiore,
Jr.  “We recognize that to do that ef-
fectively will take a staff person who
can spend considerable time focus-
ing on what will make the organiza-
tion more valuable to its members.”
To apply for the Digital Media Man-
ager position, email a resume and
cover letter to Joe Hurd at
jhurd@blairchamber.com.  

Chamber Looking
to Hire a Digital
Media Manager

Due to the ongoing flood remediation
at the Altoona Public Library, on Febru-
ary 1st, PA CareerLink® Blair County is
opening a temporary site at the Down-
town Altoona Transportation Center,
1231 11th Avenue.  “With so many
people out of work, many are looking
to the future. They come to CareerLink
asking for no-cost assistance with their
job searches and personal coaching –
and they often need some connections
to community resources that can help
get them on their feet,” says Gwen
Fisher, PA CareerLink® Site Adminis-
trator. “We’re so grateful to the City of
Altoona for sharing this space; we will
help a lot of people.  While we strongly
encourage customers to continue
using our virtual services, we are ac-

cepting appointments for limited on-site
services.  Limited On-Site Services
(Appointments Given Preference):
Monday – Thursday, 9am – 3pm:  To
schedule an appointment for limited
on-site services and all other informa-
tion, please contact PA CareerLink®
Blair County at 814-940-6200.  Our
phones are very busy, so please leave
a message and we will call you back
as soon as possible! Hours: Monday –
Thursday 9:00am – 3:00pm. Friday –
virtual services only.  The facility in
Duncansville will remain closed until
further notice. The PA CareerLink®
system is an effective one-stop shop
for Pennsylvania job seekers and em-
ployers. More information is available
at www.pacareerlink.pa.gov.”

PA CareerLink Opens Temporary Site

As many Blair County businesses begin
to gear-up for 2021in terms of hiring, the
Chamber’s Job Board is beginning to
see an uptick in employment opportuni-
ties.  Some of the businesses posting
positions have already used the Job

Board in the past and have had suc-
cess.  The Job Board is available only to
Chamber members and there is no cost
to post up to three positions.  If you have
something to post, send it to Gwen
Querry at gquerry@blairchamber.com.

Let Us Help You Hire Your 
Next Employee!

Virtual
ANNUAL
MEETING

2021

AWARDS PRESENTATION



Chamber-member restaurants and tav-
erns that offer either take-out and/or drive-
thru service can submit their menu to the
Chamber and that menu will be published
as part of the Networks Digital News.
There is no cost to have your menu pub-
lished.  Besides this week menus will be
published February 15 and 22; and March
8,15, 22 and 29.  All menus should be
sent in a jpeg or a pdf to Linda Stotler at
lstotler@blairchamber.com.  Network Digi-
tal News reaches nearly 5,000 Chamber
members each Monday.

Restaurants and
Taverns Can Still
Submit Menus

Committee
Meetings
BASICS Steering Committee
February 8, 8:00 a.m.
Zoom

Sustainable Blair County
February 9, 1:30 p.m.
Devorris Center

Attractions/Hotel Roundtable
February 10, 8:15 a.m.
Convention Center

Ribbon Cutting

Zen Leaf
The Chamber held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the grand-opening of Zen
Leaf located at 590 W. Plank Road, Altoona. Zen Leaf, a medical cannabis
dispensary, was established in 2016, with dispensaries in nine states. For
more information go to www.zenleafdispensaries.com. Pictured at the ribbon,
front row, from left: Tara Saltzburg, Chamber Ambassador; Tim Brown, Logan
Township Manager; Andrew Hoffman; Robert Kyle, General Manager; Kristen
Ruehle, Assistant General Manager; Joe Metzgar, Logan Township Supervi-
sor; Stacy Hoover, VP - Events/Technology, Blair County Chamber of Com-
merce; back row, from left: Ryan Riberdy; Mark Shaw; J. Michael Vahlsing;
Joshua Kudisch; David Spreckman.

The Chamber’s WE-
LEaD (Women Encour-
aging Leadership
Education and Devel-
opment) Committee is
hosting an exciting pro-
gram that will help both

males and females to better under-
stand how our emotions impact our
health and increase our effectiveness
in dealing with customers, peers and
family members.  “Releasing Your Full
Potential Through the Science of Emo-
tional Intelligence” will be presented via

Zoom by John Moore of Moore Power
Sales on February 24th from 11:30
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The program will 
include a preliminary survey that will
provide attendees with an assessment
that will yield their Emotional Quotient
Score.  The cost to participate in this
program is $25 for Chamber members
and $35 for non-members.  To register
and access the survey link and the
Zoom link, go to the Chamber Website
at www.blairchamber.com. Corporate
sponsor of this WE-LEaD program is
Blair Companies.

WE-LEaD Hosting Program on 
Emotional Intelligence
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Now more than ever.
It’s time to bring our

dollars home.




















