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WORKS
YEA! Investor Panel Event Set 
For Tomorrow

The most anticipated event of the Chamber’s
Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!) pro-
gram is the Investor Panel Event which

takes place tomorrow evening at The Casino at
Lakemont Park. Seventeen students will intro-
duce twelve new businesses to a group of ten 
investors who will then decide at what level to 
invest in those businesses. The investors are:
UPMC Altoona, Sheetz, Ward Transport and 
Logistics, Leonard S. Fiore, Inc., McLanahan Corporation, Reliance Bank,
Seltzer Financial Strategies, Blair Companies, Empower Business Solutions and
Keller Engineers. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the Investor Panel Event will not be
open to the general public. It will, however, be live-streamed beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Congressman John Joyce will address
the Blair County Chamber’s Executive
Roundtable on Wednesday, beginning
at 7:30 a.m. at The Blairmont Club in
Hollidaysburg.  “We’re looking forward
to hearing from the Congressman, par-
ticularly as it pertains to the many
changes in Washington during the past
few months that impact the ability of
our business community to move for-
ward,” acknowledged Philip Devorris,
CEO of Blair Companies who chairs
the Roundtable.  “Even though we’ve
seen evidence of some progress in
getting businesses back on solid foot-
ing, we recognize that there’s still much
to do and it will be helpful to get some
insight from someone who has been
advocating on our behalf.” The Execu-
tive Roundtable is comprised of CEO’s
of Blair County’s largest businesses as

well as college presidents and school
superintendents.  The group, which
meets five times a year, has been in-
strumental in supporting initiatives that
benefit the local business community.
Devorris succeeded Denny Doll of Re-
liance Bank in January as Roundtable
Chair. For more information on the Ex-
ecutive Roundtable, contact Joe Hurd
at jhurd@blairchamber.com. 

“Long overdue” might be the best way to
describe the excitement that will take
place on April 8th as the Blair County
Chamber marks two important occa-
sions. The first bit of excitement is the
announcement that the Chamber’s
“Breakfast Club” program will make its
in-person debut for 2021. The second is
that the presentation that morning will
be the highly anticipated video unveiling
of the new Graystone Grande Palazzo,
one of most incredible structures on the
entire East Coast. Owner Jeff Long will
make the presentation which features a
video tour of the facility. The Breakfast
Club begins at 7:45 a.m. at The Casino
at Lakemont Park. The cost to attend is
$20 for Chamber Members and $30 for
non-members. A buffet breakfast is in-
cluded. Social distancing will be in ef-
fect. To register, call the Chamber at
(814) 943-8151 or register online at
www.blairchamber.com. Corporate
sponsor of the Breakfast Club is Jersey
Shore Bank.

Congressman Joyce to Address 
Executive Roundtable

Next Chamber
“Breakfast Club”
to Feature Grande
Palazzo
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It’s no longer “no pain, no gain” when
it comes to getting in top physical
shape. That’s just one part of the
message that will be emphasized in
the next Chamber Wellness Chat, set
for April 9th from 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. on
Zoom. The speaker will be Betsy
Simmers, Personal Trainer / Fitness
Consultant at Blair Regional YMCA.
Her presentation is entitled, “Fitness
Doesn’t Have to Hurt.” There is no

cost for Chamber Members to attend.
Non-members can attend for $10. To
register and access the Zoom link, go
to www.blairchamber.com.  Corporate
sponsor of this program is B4 Club
Therapy.

Chamber Wellness Chat to Focus
on Fitness

Since sponsorships are such an inte-
gral part of the Chamber’s ability to
offer great events and programs to
members, we recognize sponsors
each month as “All-Stars.”  The All-
Stars for March are: B4 Club Therapy,
Babb Insurance, Fiore Furniture, Jack-
son Hewitt Tax Service, McCartney’s
Business Products, Pinnacle Cleaning
Services and Saleme Insurance.

Chamber All-Stars
Recognized for
March

As the Leadership Blair County pro-
grams continue toward graduation for
both the Youth and the Adult classes
of 2021, the application process is of-
ficially underway for 2022. High
school freshmen can secure an LBC
Youth application from their guidance
counselor, access one on the Cham-
ber Website at www.blairchamber.com
or call the Chamber Office at (814)
943-8151. The deadline to apply is
April 21st.  Leadership Adult candi-
dates can also go to the Chamber
Website to find applications. The LBC
Adult deadline is June 30th.

Applications Being Accepted for
Leadership Programs

. . . to Russell Bopp, an attorney with the law firm of Marcus & Mack, who was
recently selected for membership into The National Trial Lawyers Association’s
“Top 40 Under 40” Civil Trial Lawyers.
. . . to Beth Evans of Blair Gastroenterology Associates, a registered nurse,
who has successfully completed the most comprehensive Genetic Cancer
Risk Assessment training available for practicing clinicians.

Highmark/
Chamber Golf
Classic Filling-Up
Quickly
Registration continues for the Highmark
Blue Cross Blue Shield/Chamber Golf
Classic. The Classic will be held on
Thursday, May 13 at Iron Masters
Country Club with a lunch/ registration
at 11:00 and tee off at Noon. If you are
interested, simply complete the at-
tached form and return to The Cham-
ber!  Any questions, please contact
Stacy Hoover at The Chamber, 814-
943-8151.

Congratulations!
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With the anticipated relaxation of the
Covid-19 rules regarding gatherings,
the Blair County Chamber is looking
to resume networking programs.
Business After Hours heads that list.
“We’re in the process of contacting
businesses that had signed-up to host
in 2021 to make sure that they are still
onboard,” explained Stacy Hoover, the
Chamber VP who oversees Business
After Hours. “We will also contact
businesses that were scheduled to
host in 2020 but had their event can-
celled to determine if they wanted to
be considered for vacancies in the fu-

ture. And we’ll be recruiting new sign-
ups.”  Any Chamber Member inter-
ested in hosting a Business After
Hours should contact Stacy at (814)
943-8151 or email her at
shoover@blairchamber.com.   

Chamber Looking to Resume
“Business After Hours”

Business
After Hours

Committee
Meetings
Golf Committee
March 30, 3:00 p.m.
Zoom

Public Policy Committee
April 1, 8:00 a.m.
Devorris Center

BASICS Early Childhood 
SubCommittee
April 1, 10:00 a.m.
Devorris Center

The Altoona Mirror is accepting nomina-
tions for its 14th edition of 20 Under 40,
which will recognize 20 deserving com-
munity members younger than 40 years
old in the June edition of Blair Living. Cri-
teria for nomination include business
success, entrepreneurial spirit and com-
munity service of those who have con-
tributed to the betterment of life in the
region. All three components are fac-
tored into the final selections. Eligible for
selection are people who either live or
work in Blair County and who will not be
40 years old until after July 1. Nomina-
tions submitted in past years should be
updated to include current information.
“20 Under 40” is a joint venture between
the Mirror and the Blair County Chamber
of Commerce. Nominations should in-
clude a brief letter in support of the nomi-
nee and contact information for the
nominee and the person making the
nomination. Nominations preferably
should come from non-family members.
The deadline for nominations is April 12.
They should be sent to: Neil Rudel, Man-
aging Editor, Altoona Mirror, 301 Cayuga
Ave., Altoona, PA 16602 or emailed to
nrudel@altoonamirror.com.

Nominations
Being Accepted
for “20 Under 40”

Ribbon Cutting

Levity Brewing Company
The Chamber held a ribbon-cutting ceremony as part of the grand-opening cele-
bration of Levity Brewing Company located at 1411 Eleventh Ave., Altoona. Levity
Brewing features a wide range of specialty brews including draft beer, growler and
crowler fills, canned beer in 4-packs and cases to-go. For more information, go to
levitybrewing.com. On-hand for the ceremony were, from left, Sherri Stayer, Cham-
ber Ambassador; State Representative Lou Schmitt; Richard Fiore, Jr., Chair, Blair
County Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors; Jared Herman, owner; Luke
McKelvy, owner; Erich Walls, owner; Mayor Matt Pacifico, City of Altoona; Senator
Judy Ward; and Betsy Garach, Chamber Ambassador.

For business resources and news go to
www.blairchamber.com
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