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Vicki’s Florist blossoms as a budding business
Nine years ago, 

Amanda Benton be-
came the owner of   

a flower shop at 937 First 
Avenue in Altoona.  The 
business was called Vicki’s 
Florist and it is still known 
by that name today.  What’s 
changed are the enthusiasm 
and commitment of Amanda 
Benton. 

   

“I was working in health-
care when I graduated from 
college,” Benton remem-
bers.  “I cannot say that 
owning a flower shop was 
my dream.  I was always 
interested in art and design 
but just as a hobby.  I knew 
nothing about flowers.” 

   

It was actually Benton’s 
parents that let her know 
that the business was for 
sale and encouraged her to 
look into it.  She doesn’t re-
call it being a difficult deci-
sion. 

   

“I told them no,” she ac-
knowledged.  “I thought 
they were crazy.  It turned 
out my boss at the time 
thought I should go for it  
as well.  So I guess my par-
ents knew what they we’re 
talking about.  I’ll always 
be indebted to them for the 

time and energy they’ve 
sacrificed to make Vicki’s 
Florist successful.” 

   

Success has mainly come 
from a heavy dose of trial-
and-error coupled with the 
realization that Benton’s 
creative juices were stimu-
lated by the beauty around 
her. 

   

“Owning a business is 
wonderfully chaotic,” she 
pointed out.  “I get to cre-
ate art every day.  My 
flowers are there for big 
moments in people’s lives 
but also the more difficult 
times, from weddings to 
funerals and all of the mo-
ments in-between.  Flowers 
really bring joy to people 
and that is very fulfilling. 

   

“Again, I never dreamed 
of being a business owner 
and I knew it was not going 
to be easy.  But I very 
much underestimated the 
time that I would spend 
working.  My biggest chal-
lenge, especially as I grow 
older, is finding a healthy 
work-life balance.  I’m 
learning that it’s okay to 
say no to things but it is a 
struggle.  I never want 
someone to feel let-down 

so I only want my best 
work to go out the door.” 

   

While business in general 
tends to breed competition, 
Benton doesn’t see much 
evidence of that in the local 
floral industry.   

   

“There are many talented 
floral designers in our area,” 
she disclosed.  “We all have 
our own style of creating 
and that is what keeps cus-
tomers coming to us.  Our 
floral community works 
well together.  If I don’t 
have something in stock or 
I am already booked on a 
certain day for a wedding, I 
am happy to recommend 
another florist in town and 
vice versa.  You never 
know when you might run 
out of something that you 
thought you had  in stock 
and you need to phone your 
flower friend  in a pinch.” 

   

One relatively new tradi-
tion that impacts florists is 
the now infamous “in lieu 
of flowers” statement that 
often appears at the bottom 
of an obituary.  For Benton, 
it’s not something to dwell-
on. 

   

“I understand and support 
donations,” she admitted.  

“People still send flowers.  
They want the family to 
know that they are thinking 
of them during a time when 
words do not seem like 
enough.  People have also 

changed some of their pri-
orities on what they send.  
Recently, sales on wind 
chimes and lanterns have 
increased.  They make 
beautiful keepsakes. 

   

“It’s great to be able to 
provide that kind of com-
fort.” 

   

(Vicki’s Florist has been 
a Blair County Chamber 
member since 2021.)  

Non-profit committee doing great things
Blair County’s non-

profit businesses are 
alive and well and 

doing great things to help 
the business community 
fully recover from the finan-
cial and health-related up-
heaval of the past three 
years. 

“It’s been a tough time for 
everyone, that’s for sure,” 
acknowledged Holly Keller 
of Garvey Manor Nursing 
Home, who chairs the 
Chamber’s Committee of 
Non-Profit Businesses.  
That committee has become 
one of the Chamber’s 
largest and most active.  It’s 
also a bit of a trend-setter, 
according to committee 
member Jodi Cessna of the 
Central PA Community 
Foundation. 

“We might be the only 
Chamber around with a 
committee dedicated strictly 
to non-profits,” she pointed 
out.  “With everything we 
accomplish, it will be sur-
prising if other chambers 
don’t ultimately follow 
suit.” 

Kate Rimbeck of the Blair 
County Historical Society at 
Baker Mansion agreed. 

“Having a committee spe-
cific to non-profits allows 
for conversations and sup-
port that are directly related 
to the issues that face non-
profits,” she noted.  “Cham-
bers should encourage that.” 

Among the programs and 
events that the Committee 
of Non-profit Businesses 
plans and executes are quar-
terly best practices forums, 
networking functions and 
an Annual Legislative 

Breakfast that this year will 
be held May 19th.   

The committee is also in 
the process of conducting a 
survey of Blair County non-
profits to determine, among 
other things, the impact that 
non-profits have on the local 
economy.  The results of 
that survey will serve as the 
basis of a presentation at the 
Chamber’s Breakfast Club, 
set for June 8th. 

“There are a lot of mis-
conceptions about what non- 
profits add to a community,” 
explained Natalie Depto-
Vesey of Home   Nursing 
Agency Foundation.  There’s 
a perception that we always 
have our hands out since our 
funding streams come 
through direct solicitation, 
sponsorships, event fundrais-
ing, etc.  There’s far more to 
us than people realize.”
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Amanda Benton, owner of Vicki’s Florist in Altoona, has used her interest in art and 
design to build a successful business.
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Next “Breakfast Club” 
to feature Marc Roche 
of the Pirates’ staff   

Major League Baseball 
entered the world of high-
tech several years ago but 
Minor League Baseball is in 
the process of making a 
similar transition.  For that 
reason, the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates have promoted Marc 
Roche as its Technology 
/Video Coordinator for the 
minor leagues. 

Roche will be the keynote 
speaker at the next Chamber 
Breakfast Club, set for April 
13th at 7:45 a.m. at The 
Casino at Lakemont Park. 

The cost to attend Break-
fast Club is $20 for Cham-
ber members and $30 for 
non-members.  To register, 

call (814) 943-8151 or visit 
www.blairchamber.com.  
Corporate sponsor of the 
April Breakfast Club is Pin-
nacle Cleaning Services. 

Marc Roche

WELCOME TO THE CHAMBER

The Chamber’s Committee of Non-profit Businesses has effectively advocated for the 
role of non-profits in the Blair County Community.

Angie’s Beauty Supply 
521 E. 25th Ave. 
Altoona, PA  16601 
814-215-9506 
 
Beth Frantz- 
United Trust Bank 
411 Hobbit Hollow Rd. 
Altoona, PA  16601 
814-932-4843 
 
City Needs Llc 
1116 12th St. 
Altoona, PA  16601 
814-935-0033 
 
Clean Eatz Cafe 
174 Falon Lane 
Altoona, PA  16602 
814-201-2084 
 
Homewatch Caregivers  
Organization 
270 Walker Drive, Suite 205E 
State College, PA  16801 
814-647-1511 
 
Hummingbird Childcare  
Center 
202 Patchway Road, Suite 1 
Duncansville, PA  16635 

Infused Studio Space 
3331 Beale Ave. 
Altoona, PA  16601 
814-201-7223 
 
Joe Zappia & Team - 
Venn Financial Solutions 
210 E. Plank Rd.,  
Ste. 1 C 
Altoona, PA  16602 
814-569-2867 
 
Lawruk Machine &  
Tool Company, Inc. 
302 E. 6th Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 
814-943-6136 
 
LoCol Co-Work &  
Business Center 
202 Patchway Road, Suite 2 
Duncansville, PA  16635 
 
MH Electric 
PO Box 335 
Duncansville, PA  16635 
814-631-3422 

Add your business to the list. 
Contact the Chamber at 
814-943-8151.
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we’re building a team 
of tomorrow’s leaders

LEADERSHIP
BLAIR COUNTYapplications now being accepted   

deadline to apply • April 14 
contact Brittany Mayer 
bmayer@blairchamber.com 


